GEORGE THE THIRD
upholding the authority of the one institution which was a menace
to despotism—Parliament.
I own myself [he wrote] a sincere friend to our Constitution, both
Ecclesiastical and Civil, and, as such, a great enemy to any innova-
tions, for in tliis Mixed Government, it is highly necessary to avoid
Novelties.
He accepted this as a rule of kingly conduct: living up to it
brought him into conflict with his subjects during the affair of
Wilkes and the case of the Publishers. Once only in his long reign
he challenged the sovereign rights of the Parliament—in 1784
when he appealed from Parliament to the electorate. But his
conception of Parliament was not exactly that of his opponents:
they were inclined to seek sovereign rights in the Lords and
Commons, whereas George took the more constitutional view
of the sovereignty of Parliament—that it reposed in the Crown
in Parliament.
Furthermore it is strange that never once did he exercise the
Crown's right to veto measures initiated in Parliament. When
the City of London sent up a monster petition urging him to
refuse his assent to the Quebec Bill in 1774 he wrote to North:
I very much approve of the proposed answer to the City Address
against giving my Assent to the Quebec Bill; if the expression
no objection, can be changed without altering the Sense of the
answer I shall not object to it though I think it very proper; but
am clear though I hope the Crown will ever be able to prevent
a Bill it thinks detrimental to be thrown out in or other House
of Parliament without making use of its Right of refusing Assent,
yet I shall never consent to using any expression that tends to
establish that at no time the making use of that Power is necessary.
A despot or dictator would hardly have taken such a sane line of
conduct.
Such active participation in the business of government was
bound inevitably to strain to breaking point die constitutional
maxim—c the King can do no wrong/ At the very moment
when the North Administration was seemingly seated firmly in
the saddle there came the revolt of the North American colonists.
Disaster followed disaster, each bringing added discredit to the
Government; and in the atmosphere of despondency and in-
jured pride which arose out of these happenings, men, taught to
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